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Community 

Cancer claims life of Winnie the groundhog; Animal touched the hearts of many 

Not many people will admit sadness over the death of a woodchuck. But when Winnie, Wildlife In Need Center's longtime resident woodchuck, died last month from cancer, the loss was palpable.

Posted: August 19, 2008

By REBECCA SEYMOUR

lakenews@jcpgroup.com
Not many people will admit sadness over the death of a woodchuck. But when Winnie, Wildlife In Need Center’s longtime resident woodchuck, died last month from cancer, the loss was palpable.

Winnie was rescued by the wildlife rehabilitation center in 2003 after being hit by a car. When severe head injuries prevented her from being released back into the wild, the woodchuck became a favorite among the seven resident animals used in the center’s educational programs.

She and the other resident animals would travel about twice a week to schools, senior centers and other community groups to educate children and adults about wildlife, nature conservation and awareness.

WINC Wildlife Rehabilitator Becca Weiss said they could tell Winnie was not doing well when she failed to eat her favorite treat. “Animals can’t tell us verbally the amount of pain they are suffering, but we knew we were getting to the end when she didn’t finish her peas,” she said. “That was a hard day.”

Last February, Winnie was the star at the Milwaukee Groundhog Club’s 100th anniversary celebration of Groundhog Day. Wildlife In Need came to the rescue, offering Winnie as a suitable replacement after the death of Walnut, the club’s mascot from the Milwaukee County Zoo.

Leslie Kiehl, wildlife educator for WINC, said Winnie’s death is quite a loss for the center and its educational programs. “Because she was so friendly and approachable, people learned through her how to live in harmony and to not be afraid of wildlife,” said Kiehl. “We think she was about 8 or 9 years old, and woodchucks in the wild usually only live two or three years, so we know she lived a good long life. But she sure has left a hole in our hearts.”

The rehabilitation center plans to create a memorial for Winnie and is accepting written stories and photos from people who wish to share their experiences with the woodchuck.

Since opening its doors in 1994, the Wildlife In Need Center in the Town of Ottawa has taken care of more than 30,000 animals representing more than 140 species of wildlife. To learn more about the nonprofit organization, volunteer opportunities and its educational programs, call (262) 968-5075 or visit the Web site at www.helpingwildlife.org.
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